Useful language functions for CPE & ECPE speaking.
* signifies suitability for ECPE, too.
Part 2

Assumption/Deduction

· [I’m not sure, but] it seems to me that he/she is…
· It looks as if he/she is/might be (e.g. feeling…)

· Perhaps/It’s possible he/she has just…

· He/she may/might have…

Speculating about photographs

· It’s hard to say for sure, but…

· Maybe/Perhaps/Possibly…

· One possibility is that…

· It looks as though/if…

· I suppose someone might…

· This seems like the place for a(n)…

· This place could be of interest to a(n)…

· The most probable reason for visiting is…

Expressing uncertainty

· Judging from his/her appearance/ the setting, I’d say/my guess is he/she is a…
· He/she looks like/appears to be/could be a…

· I might be wrong, but I’d say that he/she is a…
· I would imagine/guess that he/she is a…

· I suppose he/she could/might be a… , but I think he/she is more likely to be a…

· You could be right, but he/she could also be a…

· Not necessarily

· Possibly/It’s possible, but I think…

Reacting to photographs

· I find this picture… (e.g. shocking/moving/disturbing/etc.)

· What the photographer is trying to say that…

· The message that comes across is that…

· The image attempts to convey…

· I think that the photographer is trying…

· I can’t help feeling… (e.g. shaken/sadden/offended/etc.)

· Looking up this picture, it’s hard not to think about…

· It makes me feel…

Discussing the messages in a photograph

· It shows/suggests/symbolises/represents/portrays/depicts…

It highlights/symbolises/suggests/reflects…

It serves to remind us of/that…

· What the photographer is trying to show here is…

What comes across (most clearly) from this photograph is (the fact that)…

· The (main) message here seems to be…

· Picture… also seems/appears to be saying that…
Selecting/Eliminating photographs

· I (don’t) think/feel/agree that picture… clearly supports the viewpoint that… because…

· I would choose the third picture as a good illustration of…

· The (fourth) picture is good because…

· I think we can rule out/ eliminate picture… because…

· The (third) picture is not very effective at… (-ing)

 Inviting others to speak*
      -     What/How about you?/How do you feel about that?/Do(n’t) you agree/think                

              so?/What do you think?/What would you say?/What’s your opinion?/ I think 

              that… , don’t you?/Don’t you think that… ?/Wouldn’t you agree?
Responding*
· I (certainly/really) agree/feel the same!/Absolutely!/Very much so/I couldn’t agree with you more
· No, I don’t agree/feel the same!/Not at all/in the slightest!/I don’t believe so/ That’s not how I see it/Absolutely not!/Not entirely/Well, yes and no…
· I understand what you mean/you’re saying, but…/I (can) see your point, but…/You could be right, but have you thought/has it occurred to you that…/ That’s one idea/view, aspect; however…/I partly agree with you, but…

Suggesting alternatives

· It would/might be a good idea to include…

· Why not show a different aspect by including…?

· I’d quite like to see a picture of… included

· I think a picture of… would make the page/poster/etc more attractive/pleasant/visually impressive/thought provoking/interesting/etc

· A picture of… would catch the reader’s eye

· A picture of… would give the article/poster/etc stronger visual impact

· The aspect of… would be clearly shown by a picture of…

Discussing problems*
· The downside of being/One of the problems/difficulties of being… is that…

· It isn’t easy being a… because…

· Being… requires/involves/means…

· Another problem encountered by (people is)… (that) they find it difficult to… /it’s hard/impossible for them to…
Reaching a decision*
· Well, for me, …/As far as I’m concerned, …/ In my view, is the most important of all/at the top of my list

· That may be true, but is also true that…

Maybe, but don’t you think that… is more important?

· What about?

· Yes, but don’t forget…/Let’s not forget/overlook the fact that…

· Yes, I see your point about…/You could be/I suppose you’re right about… , but I still think that…

· I disagree/don’t agree that…

· We both agree/feel that…/So, we agree/we’re in agreement (on the fact) that…

· So, when it comes down to it, we’re left with…

· What it boils/comes down to is…

Reaching agreement*
· I think/reckon/etc that…/It seems to me that… , because…

What do you think?/Do you agree?/Don’t you think so?

· Yes, I think you’re right./Yes, I agree./That’s a good point.

· I’m afraid I don’t (really) agree with you, because…

Well, (perhaps) you may be right/etc, but I still think…

Yes, but let’s not forget/overlook the fact that…

· As a compromise, let’s/why don’t we agree/choose/etc…?
So, (it’s fair to say) we both agree/feel/etc that…

Useful language
Part 3

Listing points*
· To begin with, …/First of all, …/To start with, …/(One of) The main reason(s) why/ for…

· Another reason why…/On top of that…/Not only that, but…/More importantly…

· Finally, …/And we shouldn’t forget…

Introducing your opinion*
· To my mind, …/As far as I’m concerned, …/In my opinion, …/It seems to me that…/If it was up to me, I would…

· In/From my experience, …/In my case, …/From what I know, …/I know for a fact that…

Adding a point*
· It is also worth mentioning…

· Of course, another major influence is…

· Something else which…

· (School/Friends/etc) also play a big part in…

Making comparisons*
· X is much more/less stimulating/interesting than Y because…
       X is considerably more satisfying than Y because…
       X is much healthier than Y because…
· I would (much) rather (do X) than (do Y) because…

· When I have the time, I prefer, (doing X) to (doing Y) because…

· I like (doing X) in preference to (doing Y) because…
